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Vermont Maple Syrup Producers Continue to Add More Taps 
 

CONCORD, NH --- Vermont maple syrup producers put out 5.67 million maple taps in 2018, an increase of 5 percent from the 2017 
total and the largest number of taps since 1928 according to Gary Keough, State Statistician of the USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service, New England Field Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The 2018 Vermont maple syrup production totaled 1.94 million gallons, down 2 percent from the previous year. Yield per tap is 
estimated to be 0.342 gallon, down 7 percent from the previous season. Location played a significant part in individual 
production. Some producers were encouraged to tap earlier this season by the warmer than normal temperatures.  The earliest 
sap flow reported was January 12 in Vermont.  On average, the season lasted 52 days, compared with 46 days in 2017.   
 
Vermont’s 2017 value of production totaled $53.5 million, down 10 percent from the previous season. The average price per 
gallon was $27.00, down $3.00 from 2016. The value of production and average price per gallon of the 2018 production will be 
available in June 2019. 
 
Vermont’s Ag Secretary Anson Tebbetts adds, “Vermonters are proud to lead the nation, but this is more than about quantity. 
This is also about quality. Vermont’s sugar makers take great pride in making a natural product that’s recognized around the world 
as the sweetest thing going.” 
 
Vermont has led the US in the number of maple taps every year since 1916 and was only out produced in 1926 and 1918. Vermont 
typically tapped between 5.5 and 6 million trees prior to 1935 but declined to around 1.5 million in the 1960’s. In 2003 Vermont 
tapped 2.12 million trees and has been steadily increasing that number to the 5.67 million in 2018. Annual production prior to 
1935 was typically between 1 million and 1.4 million gallons. This dropped to around 200,000 to 300,000 gallons in the 1970’s. 
Since 2003 Vermont’s maple syrup production has increased from around 500,000 gallons to almost 2 million gallons. 

###  

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at 
http://bit.ly/NASS_Subscriptions and look for “NASS Data User Community.”     
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
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